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forged donation, that it was by the merits of St.
Peter and St. Paid that he emerged from the font
at baptism cleansed of his sins. More than that,
he is made to declare that he makes this enormous
donation to the blessed chiefs of the Apostles,
Peter and Paul, and through them to Silvester, the
Bishop of Eome. Either, then, at the time of the
forgery it was completely recognized as a fact that
the Popes claimed their sovereignty on the twin
authority, in the twin name, by the twin prince-
ship, of Peter and Paul; or it was completely
recognized at the time of the forgery that in the
earliest times, and notably in the time of Con-
stantine the Great, whose baptism took place in
the year 337, Eome did base its claims to pre-
eminence on its possession of the relics of St. Peter
and St. Paul, and on the twin supremacy of those
two princes of the Apostles, and, therefore, that it
might stand the test of the touchstone of history,
it was essential to use the twin names of Peter and
Paul; if it had been Peter alone, it would have been
detected as a forgery. See Appendix D.

When we come to the document which was pro-
duced for the purpose of influencing Pepin^ Karl's
father, we pass out of the atmosphere of vagueness,
and find ourselves face to face with a scandalous,
an impious, fact. Pope Stephen II1, who held the
Papacy from 752 to 757, was reduced to extremities

1 Stephen I was Pope 252 to 257. Another Stephen was
elected on March 14, 752, but died before his consecration.
On March 26? 752, the Stephen here spoken of was elected.
He is thus more properly called Stephen II than Stephen IH;
and Stephen IV, who appears in Karl's time, should he
called Stephen III. Many writers, however, call them
Stephen III and Stephen IV.